Biography of Fr. Justin Nelson Alphonse, C.P. (Passionist)
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Justin Nelson Alphonse was born on 10th June, 1973 in Trichy, Tamilnadu, India. I have two brothers, Johnson and Nixson, and a sister, Helena. All three of them are married and working in different places in India with their families. My father, Alphonse, was working in a bank and now he is retired. My mother, Caroline, is a house wife. My parents are very active in the parish Church.

I met a Passionist priest for the first time when I was doing my 10th grade in Coimbatore.  Fr. Christopher Gibson, C.P., spoke about the Passionist life and their charism. Then, he finally asked the question to everyone in the class, “do you want to preach Christ crucified in India?”

I did say, Yes, I want to preach Christ crucified in India. Then, I was called to come for the vocation camp for some days to seminary and also to know more about the Passionist life. Then, I was selected and joined the Passionist seminary in 1988 in Cochin.

In the seminary, I learned spoken English and Hindi in my first year. Then, I did my First and Second Pre Degree; followed three years of philosophy and four years of Theology. One year I was sent to North-east India for a year of Pastoral experience. I was ordained a priest on 7th May, 2000 in Coimbatore.

After priestly ordination, I was assigned as associate pastor for two years in a Passionist parish in Randham Korattur, Tamilnadu. Then, a year in Bhophal in the Philosophy house as director of Philosophy students. Then, again back to the Passionist parish as pastor.
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